
families, lower crime rates, in-

creased employment opportuni-

ties, and lower rates of recidi-

vism.  

 

State officials have taken notice 

of these outcomes as evidenced 

by separate visits from a team of 

Deputy Directors of MDOC 

(Michigan Department of Cor-

rections) in August 2012 and 

from the full Michigan Parole 

Board (October).  These men 

and women have come away 

impressed by the dedicated and 

committed work.  We thank all 

of you who have been so faithful 

in support of Bates Place by 

giving of your time, talent, and 

treasures and we continue to 

covet your prayers as we seek to 

positively impact the lives of our 

neighbors through this new mis-

sion statement. 

 - Joel Ruiter, 

    Board President 

The Bates Place Ministries board 

is excited to share with you a 

new mission statement. This new 

mission statement (right) more 

effectively conveys what Bates 

Place is currently doing and it 

better defines whom we serve. It 

is the board’s hope that the mis-

sion statement and all the work 

that went into creating it will 

help give us clear direction as we 

explore new ministry shaping 

opportunities in the years that lie 

ahead. 

 

While mission statements are 

intentionally short, the time it 

takes to craft one is often not.        

In our case, the board spent eight 

months brainstorming, focusing, 

reflecting, and dialoging at our 

monthly meetings. Month after 

month of intentional discussions 

lead to consensus on central 

ideas and common themes which 

then gave way to the delicate 

selection of the key words that 

would best articulate the mis-

sion.  Words surfaced like 

neighbors, reconnecting, em-

powering, and sustainable. 

 

We also sought to make it clear 

that Bates Place is here to serve 

(adult) neighbors from the im-

mediate, surrounding neighbor-

hoods (bounded by Hall, Divi-

sion, Fuller, and Wealthy) rather 

than the broader community.    

When it came to describing the 

work, the word reconnecting 

was selected.  Whether it is 

working with a returning citizen 

who has been incarcerated for 

years or someone who uses the 

drop-in center to get help navi-

gating resource systems, Bates 

Place is a place where people 

can get help reconnecting to 

society and/or family.   

 

Another key word that we 

wanted to include was  

empowering.  It describes how 

we seek to serve.  It is not our 

desire to do the reconnecting for 

those that we serve but rather we 

seek to provide support by walk-

ing alongside others as they take 

the necessary steps to make it in 

society.  And with new each 

step, we hope that neighbors will 

then become empowered to take 

the next step, and then another,  

all the way to a sustainable fu-

ture. 

 

The work of reconnecting those 

that have been disconnected 

from society and family is chal-

lenging and critically important 

to our community.  It reveals 

itself in outcomes like stronger 
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pose of “Coffee with the 

Captain” is to provide a 

forum that supports and 

nurtures an authentic, posi-

tive relationship with law 

enforcement.  

 

Captain Eric Payne and I 

met a month before our 

first event, and proposed 

this informal venue for 

community discussion. 

Captain Payne was very 

willing and eager to begin 

this new forum for commu-

nity discussion. He has 

committed to joining us 

here at Bates Place every 

second Tuesday of each 

month at 5:30 pm.   

 

Recently, Bates Place 

hosted the first “Coffee 

with the Captain” commu-

nity event.   

 

“Coffee with the Captain” 

is a an informal gathering 

of community members 

from the southeast side of 

Grand Rapids, along with 

Captain Eric Payne, com-

mander of the Grand Rap-

ids Police, southeastern 

section.  

 

This monthly event pro-

vides a safe environment 

where neighbors can ask 

questions, discuss con-

cerns, and share ideas and 

suggestions to improve the 

neighborhood.  The pur-

We welcome and encour-

age all to attend this 

monthly event. As we 

come together and navigate 

through the joys and con-

cerns in this community, 

together we have the power 

to make this neighborhood 

a safer and healthier com-

munity.  

- Bryan R. Blakely Sr. 

   Director, Bates Place 

Why Do Our Neighbors Visit Bates Place? 

The Director’s Corner: “Coffee with the Captain” 
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Coffee with the Captain
(Captain Eric Payne, 
Grand Rapids Police) 
takes place at Bates 
Place the second Tues-
day of every month at 
5:30 pm. 

“COFFEE WITH 

THE CAPTAIN”  

PROVIDES A 

FORUM THAT 

SUPPORTS AND 

NURTURES AN 

AUTHENTIC, 

POSITIVE 

RELATIONSHIP 

WITH LAW 

ENFORCEMENT.  

 April  

2012 

May  

2012 

June  

2012 

July  

2012 

August 

2012 

September 

2012 

6 MONTH 

TOTAL 

Meet With 

Staff 

27 35 30 32 10 19 153 

Café  

Visitor 

23 39 19 18 8 7 114 

Use  

Computer 

30 26 37 43 42 28 206 

Use  

Telephone 

10 3 4 8 8 8 41 

Neighbors visiting Bates Place have always been asked to “sign in,” providing us a record of 

their visit and allowing us to keep track of the number of visitors each month. 

 

This spring we began to also track our neighbors’ primary activity while visiting Bates Place.  

Here are those statistics for the past six months.  (Those counted in the “Meet With Staff” row 

include our neighbors who come into Bates Place to discuss specific needs or concerns.  

Those coming in to simply visit or “hang out” are included in the “Café Visitor” row). 



There are two new faces at 

the Bates Place receptionist 

desk. 

 

Debbie Barnes, our morning 

receptionist, rotated in to 

Bates Place through a training 

program sponsored by AARP. 

She previously has served 

with MI Red Cross and MI 

Works. Now she is filling our 

morning opening slot. 

 

Debbie is a native of Muske-

gon, but has lived in Grand 

Rapids the past 30 years. She 

has brothers, sisters and chil-

dren here and especially en-

joys spending time with her 

grandson. Her other 3 grand-

children live in Biloxi, MS. 

Debbie’s previous work ex-

periences include medical 

billing, the mail room at GM 

and manufacturing at Kel-

logg’s. So she brings a wide 

background to Bates Place 

which helps her interact with 

the diversity among the peo-

ple who come in.  Her church 

home is Greater Harvest Bap-

tist Church in Muskegon. She 

enjoys watching movies as a 

pastime. 

 

Paul Larthbridge, our after-

noon AARP receptionist, 

grew up in Kalamazoo, 

worked for GM in Flint,  and 

has since lived in Colorado 

and Georgia. He moved to 

Grand Rapids in 2007 to help 

take care of his grandchildren 

after the death of his daugh-

ter. 

 

Paul enjoys working out at the 

Kroc Center. He also enjoys 

fishing. His special talent is 

helping others. The life ex-

perience he brings to Bates 

Place and his open demeanor 

are great assets for this posi-

tion. 

 

Stop in to get better ac-

quainted with Debbie and 

Paul. 
 - Mary Van Diepenbos 

Meet Our New Receptionists: Debbie and Paul! 

Bates Place Photo Scrapbook: 
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Debbie Barnes 

Paul Larthbridge 



In an effort to improve the 

effectiveness of the minis-

try, the Bates Place Board 

has established a geo-

graphic boundary that  

better defines the Bates 

Place “neighborhood.” 

The Bates Place neighbor-

hood is bounded by: 

 Division Avenue (west) 

 Fuller Avenue (east) 

 Wealthy Street (north) 

 Hall Street (south) 

Visitors who reside outside 

this area are still offered 

advice and direction, but to 

be considered for financial 

assistance, a visitor must live 

within the neighborhood. 

Board Defines Boundaries of  Bates Place “Neighborhood”  

Bates Place 

650 Bates Street SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 

Director: Bryan R. Blakely, Sr. 

 

Phone: (616) 241-BATES (2283) 

Fax: (616) 452-6649 

Email: batesplacegr@gmail.com 

Web: www.batesplacegr.org 

 

Ministry Center Hours: 

 Monday: 8:30—4:00 

 Tuesday: 8:30—4:00 

 Wednesday: 8:30—4:00 

 Thursday: CLOSED (C.L.E.A.R.) 

 Friday: 8:30—4:00 

Reconnecting and Empowering Our Neighbors To A Sustainable Future. 

B A T E S  P L A C E  M I N I S T R I E S  

Bates Place Board 

 
Joel Ruiter, President 
Judy Huizinga 
Marlene Iwema 
Dave Jacobs 
Klasien Vaalburg 
Scott Van Drunen 
Mark Zietse 

The Bates Place Board has set a fund raising goal of $10,000 for 2012.  To date, our 

fund-raising total for 2012 is less than $1,000.   

 

Your gift to Bates Place supports its important ministries and outreach.  Gifts to 

Bates Place are tax-deductable.   

 

Bates Place Ministries 

650 Bates Street SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 

You can also make a gift on-line through our Web site at: 

 

www.batesplacegr.org 

Your Tax-Deductable Gift to Bates Place is Appreciated!  


